January Club Trip
This month's trip will be
depending on open roads.
One thought is Long Draw
the second is Cherokee
Park. Come to the meeting
and hear about the trip first
hand. We will leave the
Kings Soopers parking lot
on north College and Willox
promptly at 9am.

December Trip Report
Club Dues are due.
$45

PayPal on the club website
is set up and ready. Visit
www.mountaineers4x4.org

Check Out Trails on:
trailsofforad.com
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Seven Mile
It was just three days before Christmas when 15 4WD vehicles
showed up to spend the day frolicking in the snow on Seven
Mile Creek. After a briefing on the days trip plan, we left Fort
Collins parking lot promptly at 9:00 am. We convoyed up the
Poudre Canyon and made the quick obligatory stop at Century
Park before continuing to our turn off at Rustic. At the
trailhead we stopped to air down.
On up the trail we went. At the first two icy creek crossings, we
had to get used to dropping off the ice shelf into the creek bed
and then a hard bump to climb out over an ice lip and still
have enough momentum to get across the ice flow on the other
side. The trail was covered by snow but had enough previous
traffic that it was well packed. The trail was fairly easy this
year compared with last year’s Seven Mile trip where there was
a lot of damage and carnage. Besides the nine creek crossings

Last Meeting
Was our fantastic Christmas
party. Thank you to the events
committee for putting it all
together.

Club Sponsors
Sessions Motorsports
1308 Riverside Ave Suite A
Fort Collins, CO 80524
970-493-6766
sessionsmotorsports.com

Addicted Offroad
328 S Link La #16
Fort Collins, CO 80524
307-363-2488
WWW.addictedoffroad.com

4 Wheel Parts
3686 Draft Horse Dr.
Loveland, CO 80538
970-203-0031
4wheelparts.com
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we had to traverse, we also had a few ice flows to contend with
along the way. When we got to the big meadow it was lunch
time.
We must interrupt this trip report here to tell you a short story
about what happened a few days before this trip. Stump Hill
had not been opened by the Forest Service yet. Club member
Joe H. made arrangements with Ranger Lenora to get a key to
the gate on Stump Hill so he could go and open it up in time
for the clubs Seven Mile trip. When Joe got to the gate, he
found that someone had driven around the gate on the gulley
side and went up the hill. Joe opened the gate and started up
trail and found that the illegal interloper was stopped by a tree
that had fallen and blocked the road. Joe winched the tree off
to the side and continued to the top. When he got back down
to the bottom, Joe used his winch again to block the area of the
breach with some downed trees.
All during lunch, a few at a time would head off to try their
luck on the newly opened Stump Hill Challenge. It was a
sunny day and for a change we had no wind. Someone even
brought along a grill to cook some good smelling brats. For
desert Don passed out some of Sandy’s tasty cookies and
brownies. After lunch a few vehicles followed Cotton back
down the trail while the majority of the group headed up
towards Swamp Creek. It was a challenge just to get all the
vehicles out of meadow. The road had a large drift just as we
pulled out and it took some time to get all of us through it.
Also, the whole way up to Swamp Creek was in deep snow that
hadn’t been packed down.
Up on top Joe checked out FSR-171 which would take us out to
the ghost town of Manhattan. He said it had been plowed, so
off we went. Joe didn’t go far enough as the plowed road came
to an abrupt stop and
we had to turn
around and try a
different route. At
the end Joe couldn’t
resist the temptation
to jump over the large
pile of plowed snow
and try his luck in the
virgin snow on the
other side. He only
made it about 15 feet

Club Sponsors
Bullhide Liner 4x4 &
Auto Accessories
5817 South College Ave.
Ft. Collins CO
970-224-2288
Horsepower Auto
Brokers, LLC
417 N. US HWY 287
Ft. Collins CO
970-482-2579
www.horsepowerauto.com

4X4 Off Road
1713 Willox Ct,
Ft. Collins
970-224-1133

before turning around in defeat. As he tried to get back over
the large pile of snow, he got stuck and actually turtled his
Jeep. It took 4 or 5 yanks on a strap before Don could free
him.
As we all gathered together in the Swamp Creek clearing we
noticed Don
and Joe
working on
Don’s FJ-40
front end. It
looked like the
spring hanger
had broken
away from the
frame. Field
repairs were
made by
wrapping a
chain tightly
around the spring and frame. We finally made it out to the
Manhattan Road on FSR-171A. I shouldn’t say all of us made it
out as Don and Joe didn’t follow the group close enough and
they took FSR-171B which also goes to the Manhattan Road.
They followed the plowed road all the way to the wrong side of
a locked gate and had to backtrack to the correct road.
Even with the Chinese fire drill, we all had a fun day of
wheeling with the Mountaineer family and friends.

www.4x4offroadnetwork.com

El Guapo

NAPA Auto Parts
316 S. Link Ln.
Ft. Collins
(970) 407-0020
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Club Sponsors
Always A Deal Inc.
Computer Services
Johnstown
970-310-7547
www.AlwaysaDeal.info
Maresh Cabling, LLC
7450 McCelland RD,
Wellington, CO 80549
970-556-7276
donmcabling@gmail.com
Wellington Toy Storage
4000 Washington Ave.
Wellington
970-498-2111
www.wellingtontoystorage.com

The Eyes Have It
102 W. Mountain Ave
Ft. Collins CO
970-407-0665
www.theeyeshaveitfc.com
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Tuesday Car Show
2nd Tuesday of Each Month
Join us for Taco Tuesdays Car Show at the Taco Bell in
Wellington 6pm.
Show off your ride.
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NOTHING LEFT BUT THE END!!
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