
January  Trip Report 
Upper Cherokee Park

Our newly elected trip planners had a plan to try a road that 
the club had never had a winter trip on.  They checked the 
Forest Service web site to see if the Long Draw Road near 
Chambers Lake was open.   The web site said it was open.  The 
planners made arrangements to do their due diligence and 
check out the road.  When they got there, the gate was open 
but there was a lot of snow to plow through.  They made it 
about 4 feet past the gate before becoming high centered and 
having to be snatched out. It didn’t take long to realize that it 
would be impossible to get a whole bunch of Mountaineers 
very far on this road.  Back to the drawing board.  Plan B was 
to see how far we could get into Upper Cherokee Park and 
possibly go on the Pratt Creek and Green Mountain Trails. 

Straight up 9:00 am, a group of twelve Mountaineer and guest 
vehicles left the King Soopers parking lot and headed north out 
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February Club 
Trip 

 This month's trip will be 
depending on open roads. 

Looking at Prairie Divide 
Road . We will leave the 

Kings Soopers parking lot 
on north College and Willox 

promptly at 9am. 

Club Dues are due. 
$45 

PayPal on the club website 
is set up and ready. Visit


www.mountaineers4x4.org


Check Out Trails on: 
trailsofforad.com 

http://www.mountaineers4x4.org
http://trailsofforad.com


of town.  Up highway 287 we went.  We stopped at the 
Cherokee Park Road (County Road 80C) to air down, hoping 
to make the dirt road 
washboard more 
comfortable to drive 
on and to give us 
better traction in the 
snow.  The lower part 
of the Cherokee Park 
was dry but that all 
changed when we got 
to the “Little Canyon” 
where we had to shift 
into 4 wheel drive as 
the shaded narrow canyon was iced up.  From the top of the 
canyon, the road was plowed and it was an easy drive to the 
Pratt Creek trailhead. 

Ready for a new adventure, up the trail we went.  The 
consistency of the snow was like sugar, meaning that when you 
drove across it, it wouldn’t pack down.  As soon as we would 
come to a snow drift, the only way to get through it was to blast 
your way by keeping gas pedal against the firewall.  
Momentum and RPM was the requirement of the day.  Some 
of the drifts were fairly long and even some of the best 
equipped rigs had to either winch or get a tug on the end of a 
snatch strap.  We were thinking of how much Joe H. would 
enjoy this trip with his studded tractor tires.   

At about two miles into this trail, we got into a long drift.  The 
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Last Meeting 

This was our first auction of the 
plates. Congrats to Cotton. 

Club Sponsors 
Sessions Motorsports 

1308 Riverside Ave Suite A 

Fort Collins, CO 80524 

970-493-6766 

sessionsmotorsports.com 

Addicted Offroad 

     328 S Link La #16 

     Fort Collins, CO  80524 

     307-363-2488 

WWW.addictedoffroad.com 

4 Wheel Parts 

3686 Draft Horse Dr. 

Loveland, CO 80538 

970-203-0031 

4wheelparts.com 

http://sessionsmotorsports.com
http://WWW.addictedoffroad.com
http://4wheelparts.com


first few vehicles made it through and then it was Nick and 
Kelly’s turn.  Nick got a great run at the drift in his bright 
yellow Jeep named Bumble Bee.  About half way through the 
drift he lost his momentum when his front axle broke and we 
had to winch the crippled Jeep the rest of the way through.  
We set about removing the broken axle so he wouldn’t cause 
any more damage to the Jeep.  One of the main principals of 
the club is to never leave a vehicle on the trail.  We had to get 
the Bumble Bee back to the main road so that Nick could drive 
it home.  On the way out we had to use the snatching straps 
and winches just as much as we did coming in.  Of course, as 
Nick only had two wheel drive; it was slow going all the way to 
the trailhead.   

We then broke 
into two 
groups, 8 going 
home and 4 
were going to 
try the Prairie 
Divide Road 
and go home 
via Red Feather 
Lakes.  As soon 
as the 2nd 
group turned 
onto the Prairie Divide they met a vehicle coming out and they 
told us that there were very large drifts in the road and they 
thought that even though we were well equipped, we would 
have problems getting through.  As we had seen enough drifts 
on this day, we thought that the better part of valor was to go 
home with the rest of the group.   Even though our trip was 
somewhat shortened, it was another fun filled day of snow 
bashing with the Mountaineer family. 

El Guapo
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Club Sponsors 

Bullhide Liner 4x4 &  
Auto Accessories 

5817 South College Ave. 
Ft. Collins CO 

970-224-2288 

Horsepower Auto 
Brokers, LLC 

417 N. US HWY 287 

Ft. Collins CO 
970-482-2579 

www.horsepowerauto.com 

4X4 Off Road 
1713 Willox Ct, 

Ft. Collins 
970-224-1133 

www.4x4offroadnetwork.com 

NAPA Auto Parts 
316 S. Link Ln. 

Ft. Collins 
(970) 407-0020

http://www.horsepowerauto.com
http://www.4x4offroadnetwork.com
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Club Sponsors 

Always A Deal Inc. 
Computer Services 

Johnstown 
970-310-7547 

www.AlwaysaDeal.info 

Maresh Cabling, LLC 
7450 McCelland RD,  

Wellington, CO  80549 
970-556-7276 

donmcabling@gmail.com 

Wellington Toy Storage 
4000 Washington Ave. 

Wellington 
970-498-2111 

www.wellingtontoystorage.com 

The Eyes Have It 
102 W. Mountain Ave 

Ft. Collins CO 
970-407-0665 

www.theeyeshaveitfc.com 

The Natural Path 
2212 S. College Ave. 

Ft. Collins CO 
970-829-1110 

thenaturalpathLtd.com 

http://www.AlwaysaDeal.info
mailto:donmcabling@gmail.com
http://www.wellingtontoystorage.com
http://www.theeyeshaveitfc.com
http://thenaturalpathLtd.com
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Tuesday Car Show 

2nd Tuesday of Each Month 

Join us for Taco Tuesdays Car Show at the Taco Bell in 
Wellington 6pm. 

Show off your ride.

NOTHING LEFT BUT THE END!!
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