
February  Trip Report 
Prairie Divide Road

This winter’s snow season has blessed the high 
country in northern Colorado with plenty of snow.  
The quandary facing our trip planners was where 
we could go and not have to turn around because 
of too much snow.  After going up and checking 
out the Prairie Divide road, they came up with a 
plan.  This road had been closed by Mother 
Nature for the last couple of months because the 
snow drifts on the road were too deep. Our 
intrepid trip planners decided it might be doable if 
we split the group half. One group would start 
snow bashing from the north end and the other 
from the south and meet somewhere in the 
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March Club Trip 
 This month's trip will be our 

sledding trip with chili 
lunch. You will need to bring 

a can of chili to add to the 
pot, $5 cash for the parking 

fee at Happy Jack and of 
course your sleds. We will 
leave the Kings Soopers 

parking lot on north 
College and Willox 
promptly at 9am. 

Club Dues are due. 
$45 

PayPal on the club website 
is set up and ready. Visit


www.mountaineers4x4.org


Check Out Trails on: 
trailsofforad.com 

http://www.mountaineers4x4.org
http://trailsofforad.com


middle. 

It was a good day to go four wheeling when we all 
met at the North College King Soopers parking 
lot.  At the drivers meeting, we broke into two 
groups with 10 vehicles going up County Road 
80C to the North end of Prairie Divide.  The other 
group of 12 vehicles went to the south end via 
Red Feather Lakes.  That group started bashing 
through the drifts with Darren Finger in his newly 
built 2005 Envoy Denali in the lead position.  We 
don’t know how many times we had to pull 
Darren back so that he could get a bigger run at 
it.  Even though he broke open the drifts, almost 
everyone in this group had to be snatched or 
winched several times. That being the case, it was 
hurry up and wait type of day. At one point while 
we were all waiting, Nick Valentes son James sent 
up his drone to catch the action from above.  He 
got some great shots that you can see on the 
clubs Facebook page, they are worth a gander.  At 
one point Tim Palmer got ahold of the other 
group, found out their GPS location and 
determined that we were only one mile from each 
other. That information gave us the impetus keep 
going as we knew that Don had saved us some of 
Sandy’s cookies.   

The group that came in from the Cherokee Park 
road encountered the same conditions as the 
south group did. Their lead bashers were Dave 
Surface and Dan Venrick.  They had to leave a 
guest Honda CRV at the first drift when the owner 
determined that it was too much for the little 
Honda to handle.  They also got in a bunch of 
stucks that had to be either winched or strapped 
out.  By the time the two groups got together, it 
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Last Meeting 

This was our first auction of the 
plates. Congrats to Cotton. 

Club Sponsors 
Sessions Motorsports 

1308 Riverside Ave Suite A 

Fort Collins, CO 80524 

970-493-6766 

sessionsmotorsports.com 

Addicted Offroad 

     328 S Link La #16 

     Fort Collins, CO  80524 

     307-363-2488 

WWW.addictedoffroad.com 

4 Wheel Parts 

3686 Draft Horse Dr. 

Loveland, CO 80538 

970-203-0031 

4wheelparts.com 

http://sessionsmotorsports.com
http://WWW.addictedoffroad.com
http://4wheelparts.com


was like old home week and everyone had some 
stories to tell.   

Only four from the north group wanted to 
continue on to Red Feather Lakes.  The big group 
went out via Cherokee Park road and picked up 
the Honda along the way.  The four that headed 
south on the Prairie Divide Road were Dan 
Venrick, Dave Surface, Conner Bowlin and Ken 
Burnham, 3 Toyotas and one Jeep.  They came 
across a Ford Pickup that was stuck in a drift and 
pulled him out.  The Ford fell in line to continue 
on to Red Feather.  Also during this trip, twelve 
year old Ben Venrick got some left seat time to 
hone his snow bashing skills in the family 4 
Runner. While going through one of the rough 
drifts, Dave broke a transmission line and lost all 
of the tranny fluid. He had to be towed into Red 
Feathers on the end of a strap by Conner in his 
FJ.  Luckily, the store in Red Feather had 4 quarts 
of tranny fluid on the shelf.  Repairs were made 
and the fluid added and Dave made it home, safe 
and sound.  By the way, to add insult to injury on 
Dave’s day, he also had his old Warn 8274 winch 
clutch blow apart.  This wasn’t a good day for the 
old standby and normally reliable Warn 8274 as 
Don Maresh used up the motor on his 8274. 

Just another fun filled day of wheeling with the 
Mountaineer family. 

El Guapo 
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Club Sponsors 

Bullhide Liner 4x4 &  
Auto Accessories 

5817 South College Ave. 
Ft. Collins CO 

970-224-2288 

Horsepower Auto 
Brokers, LLC 

417 N. US HWY 287 

Ft. Collins CO 
970-482-2579 

www.horsepowerauto.com 

4X4 Off Road 
1713 Willox Ct, 

Ft. Collins 
970-224-1133 

www.4x4offroadnetwork.com 

NAPA Auto Parts 
316 S. Link Ln. 

Ft. Collins 
(970) 407-0020

http://www.horsepowerauto.com
http://www.4x4offroadnetwork.com
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Club Sponsors 

Always A Deal Inc. 
Computer Services 

Johnstown 
970-310-7547 

www.AlwaysaDeal.info 

Maresh Cabling, LLC 
7450 McCelland RD,  

Wellington, CO  80549 
970-556-7276 

donmcabling@gmail.com 

Wellington Toy Storage 
4000 Washington Ave. 

Wellington 
970-498-2111 

www.wellingtontoystorage.com 

The Eyes Have It 
102 W. Mountain Ave 

Ft. Collins CO 
970-407-0665 

www.theeyeshaveitfc.com 

The Natural Path 
2212 S. College Ave. 

Ft. Collins CO 
970-829-1110 

thenaturalpathLtd.com 

http://www.AlwaysaDeal.info
mailto:donmcabling@gmail.com
http://www.wellingtontoystorage.com
http://www.theeyeshaveitfc.com
http://thenaturalpathLtd.com
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Tuesday Car Show 

2nd Tuesday of Each Month 

Join us for Taco Tuesdays Car Show at the Taco Bell in 
Wellington 6pm. 

Show off your ride.

NOTHING LEFT BUT THE END!!
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