May Club Trip
This month's trip is
depending on the opening
of some trails. Kelly Flats has
been discussed as a
possible trip destination.

Club Dues are due
by our next in
person meeting.
$45

PayPal on the club website
is set up and ready. Visit
www.mountaineers4x4.org
Click on the Members tab.

Check Out Trails on:
trailsofforad.com
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Cherokee Park trip Jan 2019

Cherokee Park History
After ceding land to the US government, a part of
Cherokee Indians struck out to the Pacific coast to
look for new land to settle. The route they took
became known as the Cherokee Trail.
In Colorado, the original 1849 trail followed the
east side of the South Platte River to present-day
Greeley then west via a wagon road to Laporte in
Larimer County.
From Laporte, the wagon road was built north
past present-day Livermore Stage Station to the
Laramie Plains by way of a broad "park", now
called Cherokee Park, in honor of their passing.
The route emerged in southeastern Wyoming near

Tie Siding and on across the Laramie Basin.

Last Meeting
This was presented by Mike on
FaceBook live due to the
Covid-19 orders not allowing
groups to meet face to face.

Club Sponsors
Sessions Motorsports
1308 Riverside Ave Suite A
Fort Collins, CO 80524
970-493-6766
sessionsmotorsports.com

Addicted Offroad
328 S Link La #16
Fort Collins, CO 80524
307-363-2488
WWW.addictedoffroad.com

4 Wheel Parts
3686 Draft Horse Dr.
Loveland, CO 80538
970-203-0031
4wheelparts.com
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There is a tradition to the effect that they were
surprised at Cherokee Park by a war party of Utes
that had come through Sand creek pass, over
Boulder Ridge and down Sheep creek. The
Cherokees are said to have fled to the top of
Cherokee hill where it is said a battle was fought
in which the Cherokees were victorious. The Utes
were driven from the field after a loss of many
warriors. A number of the Cherokees were killed.
Mystery of Cherokee Hill Mounds Explained:
The following story concerning himself and his
experiences in Larimer county in 1862-3, in which
is also explained the origin and purpose of the
Indian mounds on the summit of Cherokee hill,
was told by Thomas Quillan, an aged pioneer and
at present an inmate of the County hospital, to
Judge Jefferson McAnelly who had it printed in the
Fort Collins Democrat on June 5th, 1907. The
story fully explains the mystery of the Cherokee
hill mounds which have attracted the attention
and excited the curiosity of passers-by for many
years. The common acceptation of the origin of
these mounds has been that they contained the
remains of Cherokee Indian warriors who were
killed in a battle with the Utes in 1848. The only
foundation for this supposition is the fact that a
band of Utes did raid a camp of Cherokees near
the place that year, and run off a lot of horses
belonging to the strangers.
Tiring of mining, Quillan, in company with Thomas
Bavington, Joseph Bog, George Perkins and
George Hall, started out in January 1862 on a
hunting, trapping and prospecting expedition to

Club Sponsors
Bullhide Liner 4x4 &
Auto Accessories
5817 South College Ave.
Ft. Collins CO
970-224-2288
Horsepower Auto
Brokers, LLC
417 N. US HWY 287
Ft. Collins CO
970-482-2579
www.horsepowerauto.com

4X4 Off Road
1713 Willox Ct,
Ft. Collins
970-224-1133
www.4x4offroadnetwork.com

NAPA Auto Parts
316 S. Link Ln.
Ft. Collins
(970) 407-0020
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the northward of Gregory gulch. They struck the
old Cherokee trail and followed it to Laporte.
They pitched their tents in Cherokee park,
adjacent to Cherokee hill, and hunted and trapped
until spring. It was during that time that they
discovered the mounds on Cherokee hill, which, to
them, had the appearance of new made graves.
Quillan's curiosity to learn what the mounds
contained overcame his discretion and he
bantered Perkins to help him open the graves for
the purpose of seeing what was in them, but
Perkins was superstitious and made a dozen
excuses, finally declaring that he would not assist
in opening the graves under any conditions.
Not to be bluffed by superstitious notions, Quillan
started out one day to make an investigation and
after removing the stones and what little there
was remaining, he came to solid ground. There
were no graves there. In fact, the grass
underneath the piles of stones was not yet dead,
indicating the recent origin of the mounds.
On their way back to Gregory gulch, the party
stopped at Provost's place in Laporte. While there,
Quillan asked Provost if he knew why the mounds
were built on Cherokee hill and he said he did.
Provost then told him that during the previous fall
a large band of Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians
had camped in that vicinity while on a hunting
trip. The squaws and children remained in camp
while the bucks were out hunting, and as is
customary with them, built the mounds as a
signal to show the absent bucks what they had
done in case anything happened to them.
Provost's story solved the mystery of the mounds.

Club Sponsors
Always A Deal Inc.
Computer Services
Johnstown

Instead of being the graves of Cherokee warriors
slain in battle with the Utes in 1848, they were
simply the work of squaws and pappooses of that
band of Indians that was camped near Cherokee
hill in the fall of 1861.

970-310-7547
www.AlwaysaDeal.info
Maresh Cabling, LLC

Watrous, Ansel. History of Larimer County,
Colorado. Fort Collins, Colo. : The Courier Printing
& Pub. Co.. Kindle Edition.

7450 McCelland RD,
Wellington, CO 80549
970-556-7276
donmcabling@gmail.com
Wellington Toy Storage
4000 Washington Ave.
Wellington
970-498-2111
www.wellingtontoystorage.com

The Eyes Have It
102 W. Mountain Ave
Ft. Collins CO
970-407-0665
www.theeyeshaveitfc.com
The Natural Path
2212 S. College Ave.
Ft. Collins CO
970-829-1110
thenaturalpathLtd.com
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NOTHING LEFT BUT THE END!!
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